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The Client 

Columbus College of Art and Design (CCAD), located in downtown Columbus’s Discovery District, houses 
10 active buildings and stretches across several city blocks.  Ranging from the traditional collegiate buildings 
offering standardized classes to unique, hands-on, truly specialized art-design classes, the campus, and its 
demands are tailored to approximately 1,000 students in the art world. With over a hundred years of 
operation, CCAD has set itself apart from the rest when it comes to design, creativity, innovation, forward-
thinking, and ingenuity. 

The Goal 

CCAD maintains a campus-wide single-stream recycling program which includes an inter-department 
material-reuse program for art students, a kitchen compost pickup service, and a scrap metal recycling 
program. The recycling programs in place do function but CCAD wanted an analytical assessment to identify 
areas of improvement. The college requested GT provide CCAD with an actionable roadmap detailing the 
related measures and activities that addressed attainable solutions to their current sustainability issues 
throughout campus.  

To gather reliable data, the GT Team conducted interviews with faculty and staff, reviewed utility and vendor 
contracts, performed data-gathering walkthrough visual assessments, and sorted landfill waste streams. 
Faculty and staff interviews provided key insights in understanding overall perception of the campus 
sustainability program. All the data gathered informed the gap analysis and model development. An area of 
immediate need was assisting CCAD in zero waste event planning, in which GT outlined planning steps to 
consider. For benchmarking and consideration GT provided an outline of other design and art peer campus 
programs sustainability initiatives.  

The Results 

The final report deliverable detailed the Project Team’s findings, analysis, and recommendations to expand 
the sustainability efforts at all levels on campus. The report recognized successful programs and expanded 
on concepts to increase sustainability program initiatives. The project provides CCAD with baseline metrics 
and recommended programs for increasing diversion and waste minimization. All programs were modeled 
with potential diversion impacts and cost implications for year one and ongoing.  


