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The Client

Kent State University is the highest-ranked public university in northern Ohio on the Top Public Schools and
Best National Universities lists by U.S. News & World Report. The university also holds the esteemed distinction
of being one of only five institutions in Ohio to be recognized as an R1 top-tier research university by the
Carnegie Classification of Institutions of Higher Education. Kent State is one of Ohio’s leading public universities
and a major educational, economic, and cultural resource far beyond the Northeast Ohio region it has served
since 1910. The university has a global footprint with eight campuses throughout Northeast Ohio, a College of
Podiatric Medicine, a Twinsburg Academic Center, and academic sites around the world, including New York
City; Florence, ltaly; and Curitiba, Brazil. Kent State offers award-winning student support services that help
students succeed. Its diverse student body comprises more than 33,500 students, including more than 2,000
international students from 101 countries, and the worldwide alumni family exceeds 273,500. Kent State
provides transformational educational experiences and leads with its values, which include kindness, respect,
and freedom of expression.

The Goal

Kent State University requests GT Environmental to assist the solid waste management professionals in
providing a waste assessment for the KSU campus. The waste assessment program includes a review of the
current waste management system which does include disposal and improving efficiencies opportunities for
KSU to reduce waste at the source of generation.

GT conducted a comprehensive review, gathering data on volumes, routes, frequencies, commodities, vendors,
policies, and programs influencing the campus waste and recycling system. Collaborating with KSU, GT
performed detailed walkthroughs of various campus facilities, evaluating solid waste collection points, identifying
recyclable materials, quantifying waste and recyclables, and proposing options to enhance recycling generation
and reduce contamination.

The Results

Upon receiving and analyzing all data, including walkthrough reports and processed analytics, GT compiled the
Waste Assessment Report for KSU's solid waste operations. The report provides a detailed overview of
recycling program accessibility and solid waste disposal locations, annual disposal volumes, and potential
recyclables quantities, and evaluates collection efficiency. It correlated trash generation with waste diversion
activities, considering economic factors and resource conservation. GT's report offered additional
recommendations for the recycling program, including materials suitable for recycling, types and locations of
containers, signage, and handling methods. The report crucially included an educational component, suggesting
implementation considerations for KSU's selected recycling program.
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